Secretary Rusk's News Conference of March 8 


Presu celeaso 121 dated March § 
Secretary ων: Ihave no opening statement 
today — 


Q. dtr. Secretary— | Laughier.) 
A. But— 


Q. We don't want you to be at a loas for 
something ta say. 


A. I just wanted to comment, in view of [ As- 
sociated Press correspondent] John Iigh- 
tower's cordial invitation at our last press con- 
ference,t I thought I wonld come back before 
an undus delay. So, John, do you have the first 
question ¢ 


Q. Yes, sir. On February 18 the Soviet Gou- 
ernment sent word tt intended to withdriuie sev- 
eral thousand troops from Cuba, Can you tell 
ur what the state of that withdrawal ts and 
what the prospects are? 


A. Moveinents are under way. The indica- 
tion was that several thousand would be taken 
out by the middle of SMfarch. We are, of course, 
vatching that, withdrawal with very great. 1}: 
terest. And we will make an assessment as [0 
—somewhat later, about exactly what. this with- 
drawal amounts to. But I weuld not today 
want to get into the box scora of running figures 
on how tho situation stands at this moment. 


Ο. Could you tellus what you mean, str, when 
you say “movements are under way? Da you 
mean movements within the ishind ta embarhu- 
tion points? 


A. No. I think there have been inoverments 
also actually on ships leaving the island. 


